Using decision analysis to assess the quality of quality assurance.
Quality assurance is rapidly encroaching on the fields of epidemiology and infection control. If we are to lead this most recent revolution in medical care, we must ensure that our approach is structured, that we reassess our goals and methods regularly and that we achieve the maximal benefit from the resources we consume. According to Colloton, "Unless refined or replaced, the unsophisticated methodologies now emerging on several fronts will be used, with or without our endorsement, to assess the quality of care rendered within all of medical practice."